
 
Low Emission Vehicle Strategy discussion paper 
Transport Planning, Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate 
GPO Box 158  
Canberra City ACT 2601 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Re: Low Emission Vehicle Strategy discussion paper 
 

The ACT Electric Vehicle Council (EVC) is a not for profit organisation, comprised of 
representatives from academic, corporate and Government sectors. It acts as an 
advocate for the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) in the Australian Capital Territory 
(ACT) and the surrounding region.  The aim of the EVC is to promote EVs as a viable 
transportation alternative to conventionally fuelled vehicles in and around the Capital 
region. 
 
The EVC provides a focal point for electric vehicles within the ACT and region. Its main 
aims are to:  

• Generate political and business support for electric vehicles with a coordinated 
approach through the council's academic, corporate and Government 
representatives;  

• Establish networks and relationships with industry stakeholders, and provide an 
ACT point of contact for electric vehicle manufacturers and suppliers;  

• Monitor developments in the global electric vehicle industry, inform stakeholders 
of projects relating to new and emerging technologies, and build on international 
experience and expertise in the ACT and region;  

• Support local individuals/academia who are seeking to progress electric vehicle 
technologies and research;  

• Solicit support from interested parties such as community groups and 
government to support the establishment of the ACT and region electric vehicle 
market; and 

• Assist in lobbying for funding and other non-financial support to increase the 
customer value proposition for electric vehicle ownership.  

 



 
Canberra has the following unique attributes which make buying an electric vehicle 
viable from both an environmental and economic perspective: 

• The shorter distances travelled in Canberra (compared to larger cities), means 
more trips from a single charge.  

• The ACT has the cheapest electricity in the country whereas the price of petrol is 
10c/L higher than the national average.  

 
There is an opportunity for electric vehicle adoption in the ACT to contribute to the ACT’s 
legislated greenhouse gas emission targets (namely, a 40% reduction on 1990 emissions 
levels by 2020, and a 90% Renewable Energy Generation for ACT use by 2020). 
 
EVs powered on ‘black’ electricity are already more carbon efficient than average 
internal combustion engine vehicles. A real attraction is that EVs can be run entirely on 
clean renewable energy through the GreenPower program, having a positive and 
desirable effect on the ACT environment.  
 
Private petrol passenger vehicles account for over 60% of the national fuel consumption. 
This means that switching internal combustion engine passenger vehicles to EVs will 
drastically reduce fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions.  Targeting passenger 
vehicles (being the primary contributor of emissions in the ACT transport sector) is 
therefore a logical step for the ACT Government to take. 
 
In addition, EVs are a feasible alternative to conventionally fuelled vehicles based on 
distance travelled within the ACT.  The average ACT commute of 37kms/day (ABS, 2006) 
is significantly less than 228kms, which is the median range of currently available 
EV/PHEVs in Australia. 
 
A key factor for the economic consideration of EVs is that petrol prices are continuing to 
trend upwards, especially in the ACT, whilst prices of EV batteries are forecast to trend 
downwards. Over time this will bring EVs into the mainstream to compete with the ‘on 
the road’ costs of traditionally fuelled smaller vehicles. 
 
The EVC maintains a willingness to speak at any community or government events 
relating to EVs, and encourages the ACT community to get involved with EVC activities 
and events, including the Canberra International Electric Vehicle Festival. The key 
objective of the festival has been to achieve broad engagement across the ACT 
community.  Exhibitors have included manufacturers of commercially available 
production electric vehicles, EV infrastructure and service providers and other general 
stakeholders who have displayed their privately converted and historical electric 
vehicles. The EVC works closely with the ACT Branch of the national association for EV 
owners, drivers and enthusiasts, AEVA (Australian Electric Vehicle Association).   
The ACT community has demonstrated an interest in sustainability and the environment, 
and accordingly, the EVC will continue to respond to this interest with information and 
events relating to EVs as a sustainable transport option. 
 
Through the sponsorship agreement with Rock Development (who provide the Council 
with an EV), the EVC has been introducing prominent Canberrans to the world of EV 
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driving and the related environmental, economic and social benefits through the Electric 
Vehicle Driving Experience program (The Experience). 
 
The Experience has encouraged people with different circles of influence, eg, sporting, 
political, social, environmental and business, to drive and experience an electric vehicle 
first hand. The Experience has increased awareness of EVs and has demonstrated that an 
EV can offer all the benefits of traditionally fuelled vehicles without the environmental 
impact. The participants of the Experience have all communicated positively and publicly 
to encourage consideration of EVs to the ACT community. 
 
The EVC would like to thank the ACT Government for the opportunity to comment on the 
Low Emission Vehicles Strategy discussion paper and would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss further with the Minister, the future plan for EVs in the ACT. Following are 
comments and suggestions on Sections 2 and 3 of the discussion paper. 
 
Should any further information be required, please contact Mr Ron Collins, Council 
Chairman, on (02) 6124 8317 or ron.collins@mynrma.com.au.   
 
Kind regards,  

 
Ron Collins 
Chairman  
ACT Electric Vehicle Council 
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2. What is a low emission vehicle? 
 
 
Research has indicated that Australian car buyers are concerned about the 
environment, and electric vehicles are viewed as a positive solution to the challenges 
of climate change.  Around the world, electric vehicles are being taken very seriously - 
an unstoppable change is underway.  The EVC proposes that EVs become the primary 
focus for the ACT Government and the development of new policy to support its 
objective of reducing carbon emissions for the transport sector. 
 
EVs are vehicles powered (at least in part) by electricity rather than conventional 
hydrocarbon fuels.  For the purposes of this document, EVs include fully electric 
battery EVs as well as plug in hybrid EVs (including petrol and diesel hybrid vehicles). 
 
ACT EVC supports the growth of EVs not only in the consumer sector but also the 
commercial transport sector. 
 
EVs are currently perceived as relatively expensive when considering the one off 
purchase cost.  However once the ongoing maintenance and running costs are 
included, EVs make more economic sense. 
 
There is a growing range of EVs available to ACT consumers, for example, Nissan Leaf, 
Holden Volt, Mitsubishi iMiev, Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, BMW i3, BMW i8 and the 
Tesla S. A number of other electric vehicle manufacturers have indicated to the EVC 
they will be expanding their existing product range or releasing new models in 
Australia over the next 12 months. 
 
 
3. Proposed strategies and options to form the low emission vehicles  
Strategy 1-To promote the purchase and use of low emission vehicles 
 
 
In order to support the growth of EVs the EVC would encourage the ACT Government 
to introduce temporary incentives to ACT residents wishing to purchase an EV. 
According to ABS data, between May 2013 and May 2014, 10,767 passenger vehicles 
were sold in the ACT.  Temporary incentives/rebates could be introduced until a 
suggested target of 10% of new car sales are EVs, is achieved.  
 
Providing additional incentives to purchase an EV has been proven to support growth 
of EV markets all around the world.  These results can be quantified by the growth in 
European sales of EVs: “More than one in 20 Norwegian and Dutch auto-buyers opted 
for battery-powered cars in 2013 helping European electric vehicles sales double for 
the fourth consecutive year”, EuroActiv reports; John Conroy, “EV sales double again 
in Europe”,  Climate Spectator, Monday 4th August 2014. 
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Incentives based on successful programs undertaken overseas could include, but not 
limited to: 

1. Continuance of the Green Duty Scheme at registration. 
2. Rebates provided to EVs with reduced carbon emissions, similar to the 

Scheme in France (France gives incentives based on the amount of CO2 the 
vehicle emits with the biggest incentives for vehicles emitting less than 
60g/km – for these vehicles max incentive 7000 euro – but capped at 30% of 
the vehicle pricing. http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-
france/facts-about-france/one-figure-one-fact/article/france-is-the-largest-
electric) 

3. Free public parking similar to Norway where the top selling vehicles for the 
past 6 months have been electric vehicles 
(http://www.regjeringen.no/en/sub/framtidensbyer/the-participating-cities-
/oslo/support-for-electric-cars.html?regj_oss=1&id=573600) 

4. Use of transit lanes for owners of EVs.  
5. Clear identification on the number plate that a vehicle is an EV, similar to the 

identification sticker on a gas fuelled vehicle. 

 
Strategy 2 - For the ACT Government to lead by example 
 
 
The EVC has six suggestions that would demonstrate leadership by the ACT 
Government: 
 

1. The EVC encourages the ACT Government to grow the percentage of EVs in 
their fleet by making 30% of all new vehicles purchased EVs. 

2. Continue the highly visible ‘plug in’ branding on ACT Government fleet EVs in 
the same manner as the current Nissan LEAFs. 

3. New vehicle leasing arrangements should be considered by the ACT 
Government, as EVs with a higher purchase price need to be leased over a 
longer term to make them financially viable. Current three year leases do not 
make EVs a viable proposition.  

4. Develop an Electric Vehicle trial similar to the trial undertaken by the Victorian 
Government.  The Victorian Department of Transport, Planning and Local 
Infrastructure ran a trial to ensure that the roll-out of electric vehicles is safe 
and efficient, and that the needs of all Victorians were taken into account.  It 
considered the effects electric vehicles will have on society and the State’s 
resources.  The trial considered people as well as the technology to support 
the introduction of vehicles and charging infrastructure.  The successful trial 
will establish Victoria as an EV friendly jurisdiction, and that EVs work for 
Victoria. (Creating a market Victorian electric vehicle trial mid-term report - 
State Government of Victoria 2013).  

5. The EVC has recognised that for the market to be comfortable with EV 
ownership, appropriate infrastructure is required to support an EV purchase. 
This means not only charging infrastructure installed in large public/private car 
parks, but also in existing and new residential car spaces. The ACT EVC is 

CHARGING AHEAD 
ACT Electric Vehicle Council inc:    Po Box 727 Dickson ACT 2602   Ph: 0439133658 
Association number for EVC as incorporated association:  A04878     ABN: 34 112 235 651 

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/facts-about-france/one-figure-one-fact/article/france-is-the-largest-electric
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/facts-about-france/one-figure-one-fact/article/france-is-the-largest-electric
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/facts-about-france/one-figure-one-fact/article/france-is-the-largest-electric
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/sub/framtidensbyer/the-participating-cities-/oslo/support-for-electric-cars.html?regj_oss=1&id=573600
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/sub/framtidensbyer/the-participating-cities-/oslo/support-for-electric-cars.html?regj_oss=1&id=573600


 
advocating that the ACT Government mandates that all new residential and 
commercial premises (stand alone and multi-dwelling) have a 30 Amp power 
point (minimum) in each car space. This is a simple and effective measure to 
ensure EV owners have access to charging. It makes sense from an economic 
perspective that as new residential housing is built, EV infrastructure is 
included. It is much easier/cheaper to include the charge points at the time of 
a new build rather than a retrospective installation. 

6. Given EVs are still considered by the community as an emerging technology, 
the reasons for transitioning to EVs as a sustainable transport option need to 
be communicated to the ACT community.  The EVC sees the ACT Government 
taking a leadership role in educating the community, and in turn growing the 
local EV market. 

7. The ACT Government could show leadership in actively running an Electric Bus 
Trial in Canberra. The ACT is behind other states in trialling EV Hybrid buses 
(NSW 2011 and Vic 2009), whilst overseas a number of electric bus trials are 
currently underway. Portland, Oregon; USA: is an overseas example of the 
progress in electric public transport including Electric Buses 
(http://chargedevs.com/newswire/portland-begins-testing-byd-electric-bus/). 
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